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In 1876, the marriage of his niece, who had
been at the head of his household since the death
of his sister, led to Mr. Whittier's acceptance of the
invitation of his three cousins, the Misses Johnson
and Mrs. Woodman,1 to make his home with them
during part of the year.    They had recently pur-
chased the beautiful estate in Danvers, for which
Mr. Whittier had suggested the name of " Oak
Knoll."    It was a farm of sixty acres, to which
some acres have been added  since the purchase in
1875.   It is upon an old road between Boston and
Newburyport, not the main line of travel.    Upon
this place lived the Rev. George Burroughs, who
suffered death as a wizard two hundred years ago.
The well of his homestead is still shown under the
boughs of an immense elm by the roadside.    The
house now upon the estate stands  on  elevated
ground at considerable distance from the road, and
with its great Doric pillars has a somewhat stately
effect, although constructed entirely of wood.    In
front of the house, and completely encircled by
the curving approaches, is a picturesque knoll in
the form of a dome, covered with a luxuriant car-
pet of grass, making one of the  most charming
lawns it is possible to imagine.    This knoll, the
summit of which is a little higher than the site
occupied by the house, is crowned by two magnifi-
cent trees,  an oak and a hickory.    The estate
might well have been named for either of these
noble trees.    The grounds slope towards the east,

i These three sisters are granddaughters of Mr. WMttier'a
uncle, Obadiah WMttier, an older brother of his father, John
WMttier.